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Curriculum Scope and Sequence 
Content Area ELA Course Title/Grade Level: 1st Grade 

Topic/Unit Name Reading Writing  Suggested Pacing 
(Days/Weeks) 

Topic/Unit #1 Building Our Reading Muscles: 
Launching Reading Workshop 

Launching Writing Workshop with 
Independent Writing Projects 

(Sept- Nov)  
About 8 weeks 

Topic/Unit #2 Word Detectives Bringing Small Moments to Life (Nov-Jan) 
About 6 weeks 

Topic/Unit #3 Reading Like a Scientist: 
Navigating Informational Texts 

All About Books (Jan-Feb) 
About 6 weeks 

Topic/Unit #4 Readers Have Big Jobs to Do: 
Fluency, Phonics, and 
Comprehension 

Writing Reviews (Feb- April)  
About 6 weeks 

Topic/Unit #5 Meeting Characters and 
Learning Lessons 

From Scenes to Stories 
 

(April- May) 
About 6 weeks 

Topic/Unit #6 Making Reading Come Alive: 
Readers’ Theater and Poetry 

Non-fiction Chapter Books (May- June) 
About 3 weeks 
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Topic/Unit 1 
Title Reading Unit 1 

 
Building Our Reading Muscles:  Launching Reading 

Workshop 

Approximate Pacing 8 weeks  

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

RL.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
RL.1.5 Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give information, drawing on a wide reading of a range of text 
types. 
RL.1.6 Identify who is telling the story at various points in a text. 
RL.1.7 Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events. 
RF.1.1 Demonstrate mastery of the organization and basic features of print including those listed under Kindergarten foundation skills 

● A. Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, ending punctuation).  
SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger 
groups. 

● A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts 
under discussion). 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 

 
6.1.4.A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, 
and national governments protect the rights of people, help resolve 
conflicts, and promote the common good. 
6.3.4.A.1 Determine what makes a good rule or law and apply this 
understanding to rules and laws in your school or community (e.g., 
bike helmet, recycling). 
(Example: Students will work to create rules for Reading Workshop 
and build their classroom community.) 

 
6.1.4.A.11 Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and 
the common good of the country depend upon all citizens exercising 

9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the 
elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career 
success 
(Example:  Students will explore how all future careers require 
reading and writing skills.) 
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their civic responsibilities at the community, state, national, and global 
levels 
(Example: Students will role play different scenarios of disrespectful 
behavior during Reading Workshop.  They will work with partners to 
“change” the choices of the actors in order to show how responsible 
readers should act.) 

 
Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in 
virtual environments (i.e. games, museums).  
(Example: Students will be able to navigate websites and games, ie 
ABCMouse [https://www.abcmouse.com/abt/homepage], to reinforce 
taught skills.) 
 

 

 CRP1: Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
(Example: Students learn to be a responsible member of the reading 
community by following rules and procedures.  They will also learn 
to work collaboratively in a reading partner.) 
 
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. 
(Example: Students will brainstorm possible problems that can 
happen during independent reading time.  They will develop 
appropriate solutions for those problems and create an anchor chart 
to act as a problem-solving resource for Reading Workshop.) 
 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions: 

● How do readers push themselves to read more? 
● What do readers think while they read? 
● How do readers make sense of the words on the page? 
● How do readers share books?  

 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings: 

● There are many ways readers push themselves to read with vigor and stamina. 
● Readers envision as they read. 
● Readers match the picture in their mind with the words on the page. 
● Readers talk about and share ideas about books with partners.  

 

https://www.abcmouse.com/abt/homepage
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STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● The rules and procedures for Reading Workshop 
● Ways to think about a book before reading, during reading, and 

after reading 
● Strategies for developing reading stamina 
● Beginning reading strategies (i.e. use of picture clues for 

meaning; checking 1st letter for visual, use of sight words as 
an anchor) 

● Ways to work with a reading partner 
● Different goals readers can set for themselves 

 

Students will be able to: 
● Follow the rules and procedures of Reading Workshop 
● Think before, during, and after reading to practice being an 

active, engaged reader 
● Use reading time wisely 
● Apply beginning reading strategies to read simple texts 
● Work collaboratively to read books with reading partners 
● Work collaboratively to talk about books with reading 

partners 
● Set goals and celebrate the reading work they are doing 

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● At this time all students are being assessed with the DRA 2 (Developmental Reading Assessment). 
This serves as the summative assessment for the unit showing the students’ level of proficiency 
with accuracy, fluency, and comprehension in leveled texts. 
 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Anecdotal notes from reading conferences and small group instruction (Students should each have 
a reading goal based on assessment data.  Each student should be met with 2 X a week in either a 
conference, strategy group, or guided reading group to practice strategies connected to his/her 
individual goal.) 

● Running Records 
● Fluency Records 
● Retelling Rubrics 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Anecdotal notes from reading conferences and small group instruction (Students should each have 
a reading goal based on assessment data.  Each student should be met with 2 X a week in either a 
conference, strategy group, or guided reading group to practice strategies connected to his/her 
individual goal.) 

● Running Records 
● Fluency Records 
● Retelling Rubrics 
● The Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System (BAS) can be used as an alternate 
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assessment to find an independent text level and instructional goal for students during 
non-benchmark periods. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

● The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA 2) will be given to students 3 X per year 
(September, January, June).  An independent text level and an instructional goal will be found for 
each student. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● GRADE 1 UNIT 1 READING TEACHING POINTS AND TEACHER NOTES  
● Building Good Reading Habits Grade 1 Unit 1 by Lucy Calkins & Elizabeth Dunford Franco (from the Units of Study for Teaching 

Reading) 
● Online Resources from www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources 
● Classroom Leveled Library and Book Room Texts 
● Interactive Read Aloud Collection 
● Mentor texts 

○ How to Read a Story by Kate Messner 
○ Ollie the Stomper by Olivier Dunrea 
○ Gossie and Gertie by Olivier Dunrea  
○ Kazam’s Birds by Amy Erhlich 
○ Ish by Peter Reynolds  
○ a low level big book to use for decoding lessons (students must be able to see print) 

 
Supplemental materials: 

● Raz Kids from Reading A-Z 
● The Reading Strategies Book by Jennifer Serravallo 

 
Modifications for Learners 

See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jenvZlIIhwm3yPv4MyA87BAB60bvjTzfrHwbpn2kv7Q/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Il17Ou2xp7ouTwc4YsudsahVXBZ0-QKvdR_O6cxqPjs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/138HGH1NzEW3EvhWjOfxfMCO7ukjb5xnWlOK5j37IMKE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.raz-kids.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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Topic/Unit 1 
Title Writing Unit 1 

 
Launching Writing Workshop with Independent Writing 

Projects 

Approximate Pacing 8 weeks  

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

W.1.5 With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and self-reflection, and add 
details to strengthen writing and ideas as needed. 
SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger 
groups. 

● B. Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges. 
SL.1.5 Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts and feelings. 
L.1.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

● A. Print all upper- and lowercase letters. 
L.1.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

● B. Use end punctuation for sentences. 
● D. Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words. 
● E. Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and spelling conventions. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 

6.1.4.A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, 
and national governments protect the rights of people, help resolve 
conflicts, and promote the common good. 
6.3.4.A.1 Determine what makes a good rule or law and apply this 
understanding to rules and laws in your school or community (e.g., 
bike helmet, recycling). 
(Example: Students will work to create rules for Writing Workshop and 
build their classroom community.) 
 
6.1.4.A.11 Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and 
the common good of the country depend upon all citizens exercising 

9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the 
elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career 
success 
(Example:  Students will explore how all future careers require 
reading and writing skills.) 
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their civic responsibilities at the community, state, national, and global 
levels 
(Example: Students will role play different scenarios of disrespectful 
behavior during Writing Workshop.  They will work with partners to 
“change” the choices of the actors in order to show how responsible 
writers should act.) 
 

 
Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 

 
8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in 
virtual environments (i.e. games, museums).  
(Example: Students will be able to navigate online to find images to 
use to enhance their projects.) 
 
8.1.2.B.1. Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using 
multiple digital tools and resources. 
(Example:  Students will be able to record themselves reading their 
project using digital tools such as QR codes or SeeSaw.) 

CRP1: Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
(Example: Students learn to be a responsible member of their writing 
community by following rules and procedures.  They will also learn 
to work collaboratively in a writing partnership) 
 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
(Example:  Students will have choice in type and structure to create 
their writing projects.) 
 
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. 
(Example: Students will brainstorm possible problems that can 
happen during independent writing time.  They will develop 
appropriate solutions for those problems and create an anchor chart 
to act as a problem-solving resource for Writing Workshop.) 
 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions: 

● What is a writing workshop? 
● How do writers use what they know to make writing clear?  

 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings: 

● Writers write long and strong, with great volume and stamina. 
● Writers use partnerships as a way to lift our writing and understand ways to better write for our readers. 
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STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● Rules and procedures for writing workshop 
● Strategies for generating ideas for writing 
● Ways to plan for writing 
● Purpose of revision 
● Strategies for spelling unknown words 
● Stages of the writing process 

 

Students will be able to: 
● Follow rules and procedures for writing workshop 
● Generate ideas for writing 
● Plan stories before writing 
● Revise writing on an on-going basis 
● Use strategies to attempt to spell unknown words 
● Take a piece through the writing process 

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● All writers will be assessed using the 1st grade On-Demand Benchmark Assessment at this time. 
It will serve as our summative assessment for this unit. 

● Published student writing 
Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) Anecdotal notes from conferences and small group instruction. 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

You may choose to select another piece for a student’s writing portfolio in addition to the pre/post 
assessment and published piece if you think there is a better example of a student’s writing ability. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

1st Grade On-Demand Benchmark Assessment 
● Students will be asked to write on demand pieces in each of the 3 genres (Narrative, Information, 

and Opinion) 2 X per year in September and in June. 
● Prompts and more information can be found at www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources 
● Assessments should be scored using the corresponding district Pre K-3 writing rubrics for 

Narrative, Information, and Opinion Writing. 

http://www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources
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● If students’ writing is not yet conventional, please ask students to read their story and record 
verbatim what they say on a post it. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● GRADE 1 UNIT 1 WRITING TEACHING POINTS AND TEACHER NOTES  
● Small Moments Writing with Focus, Detail, and Dialogue by Lucy Calkins, Abby Oxenhorn Smith & Rachel Rothman 

○ Important information on writing partnerships can be found on pages 47-48 in Small Moments. 
● Online Resources from www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources 
● Mentor Texts 

○ Ralph Tells a Story by Abby Hanlon  
○ The Idea Jar by Adam Lehrhaupt 

 
Supplemental materials: 

● Interactive Writing Across Grades: A Small Practice With Big Results, PreK-5 by Kate Roth and Joan Dabrowski 
● The Writing Strategies Book by Jennifer Serravallo 

 
Modifications for Learners 

See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R-H3CxLllZi-zak8N1YkFGZmVEwvH8PwY7DHJn0IQSw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/138HGH1NzEW3EvhWjOfxfMCO7ukjb5xnWlOK5j37IMKE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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Topic/Unit 2 
Title Reading Unit 2 

 
Word Detectives 

Approximate Pacing 6 weeks  

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

RF.1.2  Demonstrate mastery of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes) by using knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel 
sound to determine the number of syllables in a printed word. 

● A. Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words. 
● B. Orally produce single-syllable words by blending sounds (phonemes), including consonant blends. 
● C. Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken single-syllable words. 
● D. Segment spoken single-syllable words into their complete sequence of individual sounds (phonemes). 

RF.1.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
● A. Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant digraphs (two letters that represent one sound). 
● B. Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
● C. Know final -e and common vowel team conventions for representing long vowel sounds. 
● D. Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
● E. Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the words into syllables using knowledge that every syllable must 

have a vowel sound. 
RF.1.4  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

● A. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
● B. Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
● C. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger 
groups. 

● A. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under 
discussion.  

● B. Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.  
● C. Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion.  

SL.1.6 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. 
 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
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6.3.4.D.1 Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as 
bullying, and propose solutions to address such actions. 
(Example: Students will role play appropriate partner interactions that 
show support and acceptance vs. bullying.  Students will discuss how 
to react if a partner doesn’t know a word or says a word that is wrong. 
This is crucial teaching so that all students in your class are willing to 
take risks and feel supported.) 

 

9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the 
elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career 
success 
(Example:  Students will explore how all future careers require 
reading and writing skills.) 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
 
8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in 
virtual environments (i.e. games, museums).  
(Example: Students will be able to navigate online reading applications 
such as Raz Kids and Epic Books as a way to practice and reinforce 
reading skills.) 

 

CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
(Example: Students will apply decoding skills from Fundations into 
authentic texts to read with accuracy.) 
 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
(Example:  Students will be able to explain the strategies they used 
to figure out tricky words in the text.) 
 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. 
(Example:  Students will show examples of words that were tricky 
and explain how they used multiple strategies to figure them out 
instead of just giving up.) 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions: 

● How can I be strong when I get to the hard parts in books so that I don’t give up? 
● How can I use all the strategies that I know in ways that let me understand and figure out words in the books that I read? 

 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings: 

● Good readers use many tools to figure out tricky parts in their books. 
● Good readers may need to try more than one strategy to solve a tricky word. 
● Good readers check their reading by asking does it make sense? does it look right? does it sound right? 
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STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● Strategies for using meaning to decode 
● Strategies for using structure to decode 
● Strategies for using visual information to decode 
● Strategies for working collaboratively 
● First grade sight words 
● Consonant digraphs 
● Consonant blends 
● Short and long sounds associated with each vowel (may refer 

to alphabet chart) 
● Some common vowel teams (may refer to alphabet chart) 
● Qualities for good partnerships 
● Strategies for retelling simple stories 

 

Students will be able to: 
● Monitor reading 
● Use meaning, structure, and visual cues to begin to attempt 

unknown words and self-correct miscues 
● Work collaboratively with partners 
● Use sight word knowledge to anchor reading 
● Build sight word bank 
● Use visual information to break apart words 
● Identify inflected endings and use them to break apart words 
● Identify vowel sounds and apply knowledge to break apart 

words 
● Solve by analogy 
● Reread to build fluency 
● Work collaboratively with partners to fix up reading 
● Retell key events in sequence 

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Students will be asked to verbalize how they figured out a tricky word in their text during an 
authentic reading conference or guided reading group.  Teachers will take notes on strategies 
used and ability to figure out words in a text. 

● Running Record (MSV analysis) 
 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Anecdotal notes from reading conferences and small group instruction (Students should each have 
a reading goal based on assessment data.  Each student should be met with 2 X a week in either a 
conference, strategy group, or guided reading group to practice strategies connected to his/her 
individual goal.) 

● Running Records 
● Fluency Records 
● Retelling Rubrics 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 

● Anecdotal notes from reading conferences and small group instruction (Students should each have 
a reading goal based on assessment data.  Each student should be met with 2 X a week in either a 
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that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

conference, strategy group, or guided reading group to practice strategies connected to his/her 
individual goal.) 

● Running Records 
● Fluency Records 
● Retelling Rubrics 
● The Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System (BAS) can be used as an alternate 

assessment to find an independent text level and instructional goal for students during 
non-benchmark periods. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

● The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA 2) will be given to students 3 X per year 
(September, January, June).  An independent text level and an instructional goal will be found for 
each student. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● GRADE ONE UNIT 2 READING TEACHING POINTS AND TEACHER NOTES  
● Word Detectives Grade 1 If/ Then Unit by Lucy Calkins, Elizabeth Franco, Havilah Jespersen 
● Online Digital Resources at www.heinemann.com (see page xvi in Word Detectives Grade 1 If/Then Unit) 
● Classroom Leveled Library and Book Room Texts 
● Interactive Read Aloud Collection 
● Mentor Texts 

○ Country Mouse and Town Mouse by Ruth Mattison 
○ Lost Socks by Dawn McMillan 
○ Nate the Great by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat (Interactive Read Aloud example) 
○ The Birthday Boy by Debbie Croft (Shared Reading example) 

 
Supplemental materials: 

● Raz Kids from Reading A-Z 
● The Reading Strategies Book by Jennifer Serravallo 

 
Modifications for Learners 

See appendix 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19QsA8rGAOhL7esc6uePEXQpLqNnFnr6CeCDHlKSm94s/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.heinemann.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Il17Ou2xp7ouTwc4YsudsahVXBZ0-QKvdR_O6cxqPjs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/138HGH1NzEW3EvhWjOfxfMCO7ukjb5xnWlOK5j37IMKE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.raz-kids.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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Topic/Unit 2 
Title Writing Unit 2 

 
Bringing Small Moments to Life 

Approximate Pacing 6 weeks  

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

RF.1.1 Demonstrate mastery of the organization and basic features of print including those listed under Kindergarten foundation skills. 
● Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, ending punctuation). 

W.1.3 Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, 
use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure. 
W.1.5 With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and self-reflection, and add 
details to strengthen writing and ideas as needed. 
W.1.6 With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including collaboration with peers. 
SL.1.2 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.  
SL.1.4 Describe people, places, things and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly.  
L1.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

● D. Use personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their; anyone, everything). 
● E. Use verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and future (e.g., Yesterday I walked home; Today I walk home; Tomorrow I will walk 

home). 
L.1.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

● A. Capitalize dates and names of people. 
● B. Use end punctuation for sentences. 
● D. Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words. 
● E. Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and spelling conventions. 

 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
6.1.4.A.3 Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common 
good” have influenced new laws and policies over time at the local and 
national levels of the United States government. 
(Example: Revisit Writing Workshop rules and procedures and discuss 
how they are working/ not working for all members of the writing 

9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the 
elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career 
success 
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community.  Use this opportunity to revise, strengthen, or change any 
rules and procedures that may not be working for the group.) 
 
1.1.2.C.3 Distinguish between characters, actors, and the self by 
demonstrating respect for personal space, creative movement, and 
pantomime skills while interacting with others in creative drama and 
storytelling.  
(Example: Students can work in their writing partnerships to act out 
their story to ensure proper sequence and key details; so their story 
makes sense to the reader.)  
1.4.2.B.2 Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and 
receiving responses to performances.  
(Examp[le: Students can offer compliments and suggestions to their 
writing partner or during the share portion of the workshop.)  

(Example:  Students will explore how all future careers require 
reading and writing skills.) 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.2.A.2 Create a document using a word processing application. 
(Example:Students can type one of their stories using Google Docs in 
order to practice using a word processing application.  They will use 
the online tools to help revise and edit their piece.) 
 
8.1.2.B.1 Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using 
multiple digital tools and resources. 
(Example: Students will create a digital version of one of their stories 
using an online digital storytelling tool such as Buncee 
(https://www.edu.buncee.com/features) or Storyboard That 
(https://www.storyboardthat.com).  They can choose to use the 
application for pre-writing or publishing.) 

 

CRP1: Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
(Example: Students continue to work collaboratively in a writing 
partnership) 
 
CRP2: Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
(Example: Students will apply encoding skills learned through 
Fundations and technology skills into writing.) 
 
CRP11: Use technology to enhance productivity. 
(Example: Students will use a mix of paper and pencil and 
technology applications to produce writing.) 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions: 

● What is a small moment? 
● How do writers use what they know to make their stories detailed for the reader?  
● How do writers make their stories easy to read? 

https://www.edu.buncee.com/features
https://www.storyboardthat.com/
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Enduring Objectives/ Understandings: 

● A small moment is a story about a small event in one’s life, written with detail and elaboration.  
● Writers can incorporate all they know (word study features and high frequency word) to make writing more understandable to others. 
● Writers edit their stories for capital letters and punctuation.  

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● Strategies for generating ideas for narratives/stories 
● Ways to plan before writing narratives/ stories 
● Strategies for spelling unknown words 
● A small moment story is one that occurs in one time/ one place 
● Elaboration strategies for small moment writing 
● How to read a book with a writer’s eye 
● Noun, Verb, Pronoun definitions 
● Sentences need a Noun/ Pronoun and a Verb 
● Names are proper nouns and should be capitalized 
● Stages of the writing process 
● Strategies for revising writing 
● Editing helps make your story easier to read 
● Purpose of capital letters and ending marks 

 

Students will be able to: 
● Generate ideas for multiple narratives/ stories 
● Plan stories before writing 
● Revise writing on an on-going basis 
● Use strategies to attempt to spell unknown words 
● Create small moment stories by focusing big story ideas 
● Revise story to become a small moment story 
● Apply elaboration strategies to bring stories to life 
● Apply craft moves learned from a mentor author into their 

own writing 
● Begin to write complete sentences. 
● Begin to use pronouns appropriately 
● Review CAP and spelling strategies to make stories easier to 

read. 
● Use capital letters (first letter of a sentence; I, names) and 

ending marks appropriately when writing 
● Take a piece of writing through the writing process 

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

Post- Assessment Writing Task 
● Give students 3 or 5 page booklets and 60 minutes to work (you can split this between 2 writing 

periods) 
●  Use the following prompt: “I’m really eager to understand what you can do as writers of narratives, 

of stories, so today will you please write the best Small Moment story that you can write?  Make 
this be the story of one time in your life.  You’ll have only 60 minutes to write this true story, so 
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you’ll need to plan, draft, revise, and edit it all today.  Write in a way that allows you to show off all 
you know about narrative writing.  Be sure to: 

○ make a beginning for your story 
○ show what happened, in order 
○ use details to help readers picture your story 
○ make an ending for your story” 

● If students’ writing is not yet conventional, please ask students to read their story and record 
verbatim what they say on a post it. 

● Post assessments should be scored using the Revised Narrative Rubric for Pre K-3 
 
Published student writing 
 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

Pre Assessment Writing Task 
● Give students 3 page booklets and approximately 45 minutes 
● If students’ writing is not yet conventional, please ask students to read their story and record 

verbatim what they say on a post it. 
● Score using Revised Narrative Rubric for Pre K-3 
● Prompt: 

 “I’m really eager to understand what you can do as writers of narratives, of stories, so today will 
you please write the best Small Moment story that you can write?  Make this be the story of one 
time in your life.  You’ll have only 45 minutes to write this true story, so you’ll need to plan, draft, 
revise, and edit it all today.  Write in a way that allows you to show off all you know about narrative 
writing.  Be sure to: 

○ make a beginning for your story 
○ show what happened, in order 
○ use details to help readers picture your story 
○ make an ending for your story” 

 
Anecdotal notes from conferences and small group instruction. 
 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 

You may choose to select another piece for a student writing portfolio in addition to the pre/post 
assessment and published piece if you think there is a better example of a student’s writing ability. 
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demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 
Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

1st Grade On-Demand Benchmark Assessment 
● Students will be asked to write on demand pieces in each of the 3 genres (Narrative, Information, 

and Opinion) 2 X per year in September and in June. 
● Prompts and more information can be found at www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources 
● Assessments should be scored using the corresponding district Pre K-3 writing rubrics for 

Narrative, Information, and Opinion Writing. 
● If students’ writing is not yet conventional, please ask students to read their story and record 

verbatim what they say on a post it. 
RESOURCES 

Core instructional materials: 
● GRADE 1 UNIT 2 WRITING TEACHING POINTS AND TEACHER MATERIALS  
● Small Moments Writing with Focus, Detail, and Dialogue by Lucy Calkins, Abby Oxenhorn Smith & Rachel Rothman (from the 

Units of Study for Teaching Writing) 
● If-Then Curriculum Assessment-Based Instruction Grade 1 by Lucy Calkins & Colleagues from the Teachers’ College Reading & 

Writing Project (from the Units of Study for Teaching Reading) 
● Online Resources from www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources 
● Mentor Texts 

○ Creak! Said the Bed by Phyllis Root  
○ Night of the Veggie Monster by George McClements 
○ Roller Coaster by Marla Frazee 
○ Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall 

 
Supplemental materials: 

● The Writing Strategies Book by Jennifer Serravallo 
 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

http://www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XYYdPKMW3lxpVM8jZrHU8wN6wsOocmALQUeJ0DmNb_0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/138HGH1NzEW3EvhWjOfxfMCO7ukjb5xnWlOK5j37IMKE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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Topic/Unit 3 
Title Reading Unit 3 

 
Reading Like a Scientist:  Navigating Informational Texts 

Approximate Pacing 6 weeks  

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

RL.1.5. Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give information, drawing on a wide reading of a range of text 
types. 
RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.  
RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
RI.1.3 Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 
RI.1.4 Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a text.  
RI.1.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or 
information in a text. 
RI.1.6 Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and information provided by words in a text. 
RI.1.7 Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas. 
RI.1.8  Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text and explain the application of this information with prompting as 
needed. 
RI.1.9 Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures).  
RI.1.10 With prompting and support, read informational texts at grade level text complexity or above. 
SL.1.2 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 
SL.1.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not 
understood. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 

 
1-LS1-2. Read texts and use media to determine patterns in behavior 
of parents and offspring that help offspring survive. 
 
(Example: Students will apply their research skills to learn more about 
an animal of their choice.  One of the questions they will seek to 
answer is ‘How do young animals survive?’) 
 

9.2.4.A.2 Identify various life roles and civic and work-related 
activities in the school, home, and community.  
(Example: As a culmination to a previous SS study on community 
workers, students will brainstorm a list of possible future jobs and 
communities.  This list will serve as an idea bank for choosing a topic 
for their own research.) 
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9.2.4.A.3 Investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and 
relate information to personal likes and dislikes.  
(Example: Students will apply their research skills to learn more 
about a career of their choice.  One of the questions they will seek to 
answer is “What characteristics or hobbies might someone have who 
would be good at this career?”) 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
 
8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in 
virtual environments (i.e. games, museums).  
(Example: Students will be able to navigate websites and games, ie 
Raz Kids [https://www.raz-kids.com/] or PebbleGo.com 
[https://www.pebblego.com/] to learn more about a topic.) 
 
8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem 
or issue. 
(Example: Students can read online articles or nonfiction books online 
to learn more about their topic. ) 
 

CRP1: Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
(Example: Students learn to work collaboratively in a reading 
partnership) 
 
CRP2: Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
(Example: Students will apply taught vocabulary strategies to show 
understanding of academic language in their nonfiction texts.) 
 
CRP4: Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
(Example: Students can verbalize facts learned about a topic.) 
 
CRP7: Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
(Example: Students can apply taught research strategies from the 
unit to a variety of sources, both online and in paper form, to 
research a topic.) 
 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions: 

● Why do people read nonfiction texts? 
● How do I use everything I know about reading to read books that teach me information and ideas about different topics?  

 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings: 

● Nonfiction readers read to become smarter about our world.  
● Nonfiction readers think about what they read. 

https://www.raz-kids.com/
https://www.pebblego.com/
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● Nonfiction readers have ways to deal with tricky words as they read.  
● Readers can read more than one book about a topic to learn more. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● Strategies for previewing nonfiction texts 
● The purpose of reading nonfiction 
● Strategies for learning new information from nonfiction texts 
● Strategies for thinking deeply about facts 
● Strategies for retelling nonfiction texts 
● Strategies for reading nonfiction texts with fluency 
● Strategies for decoding longer words 
● Strategies for figuring out the meaning of content-specific 

words 
● Purposes for re-reading nonfiction texts 

 

Students will be able to: 
● Preview nonfiction texts 
● Read to learn 
● State new facts that they learn from the words, pictures, and 

text features 
● Think deeply about new learning by reacting, questioning, 

making connections, and making predictions 
● Retell nonfiction texts 
● Read texts with fluency 
● Decode unfamiliar words 
● Monitor for understanding of content-specific words 
● Reread nonfiction texts for different purposes 

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

Interactive Read Aloud (Stop & Jot/ Stop & Sketch Task) 
● Use an informational article or picture book of your choice as a Read Aloud.  Plan 4 stop and jot 

points to assess the following skills: 
○ Making Predictions (After reading the blurb or the Table of Contents: Ask students what is a 

question that you have that you think might be answered in this text?) 
○ Identifying new learning (“What is a new fact that you learned from the book?”) 
○ Reacting to new learning (“What do you think when you read that new fact?”) 
○ Figuring out new vocabulary “(On page __, the author says _________(reread the entire 

sentence).  What does the word ___ mean?”) 
 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Anecdotal notes from reading conferences and small group instruction (Students should each have 
a reading goal based on assessment data.  Each student should be met with 2 X a week in either a 
conference, strategy group, or guided reading group to practice strategies connected to his/her 
individual goal.) 
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● Running Records 
● Fluency Records 
● Retelling Rubrics 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Anecdotal notes from reading conferences and small group instruction (Students should each have 
a reading goal based on assessment data.  Each student should be met with 2 X a week in either a 
conference, strategy group, or guided reading group to practice strategies connected to his/her 
individual goal.) 

● Running Records 
● Fluency Records 
● Retelling Rubrics 
● The Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System (BAS) can be used as an alternate 

assessment to find an independent text level and instructional goal for students during 
non-benchmark periods. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

● The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA 2) will be given to students 3 X per year 
(September, January, June).  An independent text level and an instructional goal will be found for 
each student. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● GRADE 1 UNIT 3 READING TEACHING POINTS AND TEACHER MATERIALS  
● Learning About the World Grade 1 Book 2 by Lucy Calkins & Amanda Hartman (from the Units of Study for Teaching Reading) 
● Online Digital Resources at www.heinemann.com 
● Classroom Leveled Library and Book Room Texts 
● Interactive Read Aloud Collection 
● Mentor Texts 

○ I Want to be a Doctor by Anne Schreiber 
○ Sharks! by Anne Schreiber  
○ Hang On, Monkey by Susan B. Newman 
○ Owls by Mary R. Dunn  
○ Super Storms by Seymour Simon  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kbIjm2fes71i67t8NZZdnwwNwYVt-ckf7vgN2JC4H9A/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.heinemann.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Il17Ou2xp7ouTwc4YsudsahVXBZ0-QKvdR_O6cxqPjs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/138HGH1NzEW3EvhWjOfxfMCO7ukjb5xnWlOK5j37IMKE/edit?usp=sharing
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Supplemental materials: 
● Raz Kids from Reading A-Z 
● The Reading Strategies Book by Jennifer Serravallo 

 
 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

https://www.raz-kids.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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Topic/Unit 3 
Title Writing Unit 3 

 
 All About Books 

Approximate Pacing 6 weeks  

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

 
W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 
W.1.5 With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and self-reflection, and add 
details to strengthen writing and ideas as needed.  
W.1.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” books on a given topic and use them to write a 
sequence of instructions). 
W.1.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a 
question. 
SL.1.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not 
understood.  
L1.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

● C. Use singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in basic sentences (e.g., He hops; We hop). 
L.1.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

● B. Use end punctuation for sentences. 
● C. Use commas in dates and to separate single words in a series. 
● D. Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words. 
● E. Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and spelling conventions. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 

1-LS1-2. Read texts and use media to determine patterns in behavior 
of parents and offspring that help offspring survive. 
(Example: Students will apply their research skills to learn more about 
an animal of their choice.  One of the questions they will seek to 
answer is ‘How do young animals survive?’.  Students will use this 
new knowledge to write an informational text in the form of an “All 
About ____ Book”). 
 

9.2.4.A.2 Identify various life roles and civic and work-related 
activities in the school, home, and community.  
(Example: As a culmination to a previous SS study on community 
workers, students will brainstorm a list of possible future jobs and 
communities.  This list will serve as an idea bank for choosing a topic 
for their own research.) 
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1.3.2.D.2 Use symbols to create personal works of art based on 
selected age-appropriate themes, using oral stories as a basis for 
pictorial representation.  
(Example: Students will use nonfiction text features and symbols in 
their All About Book to better help the reader learn about their topic.) 
 
 
 

9.2.4.A.3 Investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and 
relate information to personal likes and dislikes.  
(Example: Students will apply their research skills to learn more 
about a career of their choice.  One of the questions they will seek to 
answer is “What characteristics or hobbies might someone have who 
would be good at this career?” Students will use this new knowledge 
to write an informational text in the form of an “All About ____ 
Book”). 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning 
activities with students in other classes, schools, or countries using 
various media formats such as online collaborative tools, and social 
media 
(Example: Students will participate in online field trips through 
Discovery Education or Skype sessions with experts in the field (when 
applicable) to learn more about their topics.) 
 

CRP1: Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
(Example: Students learn to work collaboratively in a writing 
partnership) 
 
CRP2: Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
(Example: Students will apply taught vocabulary strategies to show 
understanding of academic language in their nonfiction texts.) 
 
CRP4: Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
(Example: Students can write facts learned about a topic in their own 
words.) 
 
CRP7: Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
(Example: Students can apply taught research strategies from the 
unit to a variety of sources, both online and in paper form, to 
research a topic.) 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions: 

● How do writers write to teach what they know? 
 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings: 

● Writers write facts about a topic they know a lot about. 
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STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● Strategies for generating ideas, planning, and drafting All- 

About Books 
● Previously taught spelling strategies from Units 1 and 2; along 

with previously taught word study concepts 
● Strategies for elaboration in informational texts 
● Strategies for introducing and closing an All-About book 
● Singular and plural nouns 
● The suffix “-s” can be added to verbs 
● Commas are a punctuation mark that can be used in dates 
● Commas are a punctuation mark that can be used to separate 

items in a list 
● The steps of the writing process 

 

Students will be able to: 
● Generate ideas, plan, and begin to write All-About Books 
● Write books that really teach 
● Be brave to spell fancy words 
● Add an introduction and a conclusion 
● Begin to show subject/verb agreement in sentences 
● Begin to use commas in writing when applicable 
● Revise, edit, and publish an All-About  

 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

Post assessment: 
● Say to students: “Think of a topic that you’ve studied or you know a lot about.  You will have 60 

minutes to write an informational (All-About) text that teaches others interesting and important 
information about that topic.  You will need to plan, draft, revise, and edit all in one period.  Write in 
a way that shows all you know about information writing.  Be sure to: 

○ introduce your topic 
○ include lots of information 
○ organize your writing 
○ use transition words 
○ write an ending” 

● If students’ writing is not yet conventional, please ask students to read their story and record 
verbatim what they say on a post it. 

● Assessments should be scored using the Revised Pre K- 3 Information Writing Rubric 
 
Published student writing 
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Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

Pre assessment writing task 
● Say to students: “Think of a topic that you’ve studied or you know a lot about.  You will have 45 

minutes to write an informational (All-About) text that teaches others interesting and important 
information about that topic.  You will need to plan, draft, revise, and edit all in one period.  Write in 
a way that shows all you know about information writing.  Be sure to: 

○ introduce your topic 
○ include lots of information 
○ organize your writing 
○ use transition words 
○ write an ending” 

● If students’ writing is not yet conventional, please ask students to read their story and record 
verbatim what they say on a post it. 

● Assessments should be scored using the Revised Pre K- 3 Information Writing Rubric 
 
Anecdotal notes from writing conferences and small group instruction 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

You may choose to select another piece for a student writing portfolio in addition to the pre/post 
assessment and published piece if you think there is a better example of a student’s writing ability. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

1st Grade On-Demand Benchmark Assessment 
● Students will be asked to write on demand pieces in each of the 3 genres (Narrative, Information, 

and Opinion) 2 X per year in September and in June. 
● Prompts and more information can be found at www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources 
● Assessments should be scored using the corresponding district Pre K-3 writing rubrics for 

Narrative, Information, and Opinion Writing. 
● If students’ writing is not yet conventional, please ask students to read their story and record 

verbatim what they say on a post it. 
RESOURCES 

Core instructional materials: 
● GRADE 1 UNIT 3 WRITING TEACHING POINTS AND TEACHER NOTES  
● Nonfiction Chapter Books by Lucy Calkins, Kristi Mraz & Barbara Golub (from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative 

Writing)  *We will only reference Bend #1 in this unit.  The other bends will support our work in Unit 6. 
● Online Resources from www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources 

http://www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M2mgtsUpMowl_RePPhtU9YsCMN6IjpObAo41GXA9nso/edit?usp=sharing
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● Mentor Texts 
○ Animal Families by DK Publishing  
○ My Football Book by Gail Gibbons 
○ My Soccer Book by Gail Gibbons 
○ Sharks! by Anne Schreiber  
○ Trucks by Wil Mara 
○ Bugs, Bugs, Bugs by Jennifer Dussling  
○ Pebble Go: “Find and Sharing Information” https://www.pebblego.com/modules/2/categories/2983/articles/2192 (Shared 

Reading) can be used in Bend One as a kick off to the concept of gathering information/facts from books then sharing it in 
writing  

 
Supplemental materials: 

● The Writing Strategies Book by Jennifer Serravallo 
 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/138HGH1NzEW3EvhWjOfxfMCO7ukjb5xnWlOK5j37IMKE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.pebblego.com/modules/2/categories/2983/articles/2192
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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Topic/Unit 4 
Title Reading Unit 4 

 
Readers Have Big Jobs to Do: Fluency, Phonics, and 

Comprehension 

Approximate Pacing 6 weeks  

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

RL.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
RL.1.2 Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson. 
RL.1.4. Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses 
RL.1.10 With prompting and support, read and comprehend stories and poetry at grade level text complexity or above. 
RF.1.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and comprehension to support understanding. 

● A. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
● B. Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
● C. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

RF.1.3.Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
● A. Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant digraphs. 
● B. Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
● C. Know final -e and common vowel team conventions for representing long vowel sounds. 
● D. Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
● E. Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the words into syllables using knowledge that every syllable must 

have a vowel sound. 
L.1.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from an array of strategies. 

● A. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
● B. Use frequently occurring affixes and inflection (e.g., -ed, -s, -ing, re-, un-, pre-, -ful, -less) as a clue to the meaning of a word. 
● C. Identify frequently occurring root words (e.g., look) and their inflectional forms (e.g., looks, looked, looking). 

L.1.5. With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate an understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings. 

● D. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, peek, glance, stare, glare, scowl) and adjectives 
differing in intensity (e.g., large, gigantic) by defining or choosing them or by acting out the meanings. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
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1.MD.C.4  Organize, represent, and interpret data with up to three 
categories; ask and answer questions about the total number of data 
points, how many in each category, and how many more or less are in 
one category than in another. 
(Example:  Students will be able to graph their fluency rates during 
repeated reading exercises.  They will be able to compare their rates 
and discuss their progress over time.) 

 

9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the 
elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career 
success 
(Example:  Students will explore how all future careers require 
reading and writing skills.  They will compare and contrast example 
of fluent and non-fluent reading and be able to give advice to the 
non-fluent reader.  They will be able to explain why reading fluency 
is important for future success.) 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning 
activities with students in other classes, schools, or countries using 
various media formats such as online collaborative tools, and social 
media. 
(Example: Students will be able to record themselves reading fluently 
and share it with Kindergarten classes for use in their listening center.) 

 

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 
(Example:  Students will be able to use technology to record 
themselves reading in order to self-reflect, set goals, and measure 
progress for reading fluency.) 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions: 

● How do I read with more fluency and understanding? 
 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings: 

● Good readers are consistently monitoring their understanding of what they read and have strategies to fix themselves when meaning 
breaks down. 

● Good readers have strategies for retelling what they have read. 
● Good readers have strategies to help them read with fluency. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● Strategies for fixing up reading 
● Strategies for setting goals and making reading plans 
● Strategies for working collaboratively with reading partners 

Students will be able to: 
● Self-monitor and persevere through tricky parts 
● Set goals and make plans for reading 
● Call on reading partners for help  



 

First Grade 
32 

● Decoding strategies 
● Strategies for monitoring for meaning 
● Strategies for figuring out the meaning of new vocabulary 
● Strategies for making predictions 
● Strategies for retelling 
● Purposes for rereading 
● Strategies for reading with proper rate and phrasing 
● Rules for reading punctuation 

 

● Review using meaning, structure, and visual cues to decode 
unknown words 

● Monitor for meaning 
● Apply strategies to help understand new vocabulary 
● Make predictions 
● Retell stories 
● Reread stories for different purposes 
● Read with proper rate and phrasing 
● Attend to punctuation 
● Create an audio recording of a book or part of a book 

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

B/M/E graphic organizer for a text read aloud 
● Students can use a combination of sketching and drawing to retell a story. 
● Ask for clarification or additional information when necessary 

 
Fluency Rubric used to assess students’ rate, phrasing, and expression 
 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Anecdotal notes from reading conferences and small group instruction (Students should each have 
a reading goal based on assessment data.  Each student should be met with 2 X a week in either a 
conference, strategy group, or guided reading group to practice strategies connected to his/her 
individual goal.) 

● Running Records 
● Fluency Records 
● Retelling Rubrics 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Anecdotal notes from reading conferences and small group instruction (Students should each have 
a reading goal based on assessment data.  Each student should be met with 2 X a week in either a 
conference, strategy group, or guided reading group to practice strategies connected to his/her 
individual goal.) 

● Running Records 
● Fluency Records 
● Retelling Rubrics 
● The Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System (BAS) can be used as an alternate 

assessment to find an independent text level and instructional goal for students during 
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non-benchmark periods. 
Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

● The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA 2) will be given to students 3 X per year 
(September, January, June).  An independent text level and an instructional goal will be found for 
each student. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● GRADE 1 UNIT 4 READING TEACHING POINTS AND TEACHER NOTES  
● Readers Have Big Jobs to Do Grade 1 Book 3 by Lucy Calkins, Elizabeth Dunford Franco, Havilah Jespersen & Lindsay Barton 

(from the Units of Study for Teaching Reading) 
● Meeting Characters and Learning Lessons Grade 1 Book 4 by Lucy Calkins & Elizabeth Dunford Franco (from the Units of Study 

for Teaching Reading) *Bend 1 only 
● Online Digital Resources at www.heinemann.com  
● Classroom Leveled Library and Book Room Texts 
● Interactive Read Aloud Collection 
● Mentor Texts 

○ The Dinosaur Chase by Hugh Price 
○ Zelda and Ivy: The Runaways by Laura McGee Kvasnosky 
○ Tumbleweed Stew by Susan Stevens Crummel 
○ Frog and Toad Are Friends by Arnold Lobel 
○ Iris and Walter and the Field Trip by Elissa Haden Guest 
○ The Ghost-Eye Tree by Bill Martin Jr. 
○ Off We Go! by Jane Yolen 

 
Supplemental materials: 

● Raz Kids from Reading A-Z 
● The Reading Strategies Book by Jennifer Serravallo 

 
Modifications for Learners 

See appendix 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zrZMnQ_0-0QqYQF_U88fNyrrGE5PWqCPKa0i36xj8ZI/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.heinemann.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Il17Ou2xp7ouTwc4YsudsahVXBZ0-QKvdR_O6cxqPjs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/138HGH1NzEW3EvhWjOfxfMCO7ukjb5xnWlOK5j37IMKE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.raz-kids.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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Topic/Unit 4 
Title Writing Unit 4 

 
Writing Reviews 

Approximate Pacing 6 weeks  

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

W.1.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the 
opinion, and supply some sense of closure. 
W.1.5 With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and self-reflection, and add 
details to strengthen writing and ideas as needed. 
W.1.6 With guidance and support from adults use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 
L.1.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

● F. Use frequently occurring adjectives. 
● G. Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g. and, but, or, so, because). 
● H. Use determiners (e.g. articles, demonstratives). 
● J. Produce and expand complete simple and compound declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences in response 

to prompts. 
L.1.5. With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate an understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings. 

● A. Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories represent. 
● B. Define words by category and by one or more key attributes (e.g., a duck is a bird that swims; a tiger is a large cat with stripes). 
● C. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at home that are cozy). 

L.1.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently 
occurring conjunctions to signal simple relationships (e.g., because). 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 

6.1.4.A.2 Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United 
States Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e., freedom of expression, 
freedom of religion, the right to vote, and the right to due process) 
contribute to the continuation and improvement of American 
democracy.  

9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the 
elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career 
success. 
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(Example: Students will discuss the rights people have in America. 
Everyone has the right to their own opinion and to be able to share 
that opinion through freedom of speech.) 
 
6.1.4.D.20 Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives 
of other cultures in an interconnected world. 
(Example: Students will role play appropriate ways to agree and 
disagree with someone else’s opinion.  When sharing opinion writing 
pieces we want students to understand the perspectives’ of others.) 
  

 

(Example:  Students will learn the importance of stating a clear 
opinion and supporting that opinion with reasons.  This is a lifelong 
skill that is necessary in any career.  Students can discuss when 
they might need to support their opinion in different future scenarios.) 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
 
8.1.2.B.1 Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using 
multiple digital tools and resources. 
(Example:  Students will publish at least one piece using a digital tool 
such as Google Slides, SeeSaw, Screencastify, etc) 
 
 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
(Example: Students will learn that active citizens share opinions, 
give reasons and evidence, and show respect for others’ opinions. 
They will do these things during writing partnerships during this unit.) 
 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
(Example: Students will learn to state clear opinions and back those 
up with valid reasons.) 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions: 

● How can I begin to make judgements and give opinions to review things, including books? 
 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings: 

● Good writers often share their opinions and ideas about something they’ve seen, done, or experienced. 
● Good writers try to convince others to share their ideas and beliefs by supporting their opinions. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
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Students will know: 
● Strategies for forming opinions 
● Opinions are made stronger by using conjunctions such as 

because 
● Adjectives are words that describe nouns 
● Strategies for goal-setting 
● Elaboration techniques such as use of counterarguments and 

expert testimonials 
● Strategies for editing 
● How to get ideas from a mentor text 
● Strategies for developing leads and conclusions 

 

Students will be able to: 
● Make judgements and have opinions 
● Use because to make opinion stronger 
● Use adjectives to describe items in a collection 
● Set goals for writing 
● Create counterarguments 
● Use expert testimonials 
● Edit writing 
● Learn from mentor review writers 
● Make arguments stronger 
● Craft catchy leads and conclusions 
● Give feedback to writing partners 
● Use what you know about review writing to write book 

reviews 
● Revise and edit book reviews 

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

Post Assessment Writing Task:  
● Give students 60 minutes (can be split into 2 periods) 
● Prompt: “Think of a topic that you know and care about, an issue about which you have strong 

feelings.  Today, you will write an opinion, or argument, text in which you will write your opinion and 
tell reasons why you feel that way.  When you do this, draw on everything you know about writing 
reviews.” 

● If students’ writing is not yet conventional, please ask students to read their writing and record 
verbatim what they say on a post it. 

● Score using Revised Pre K- 3 Writing Rubric 
 
Published Student Writing 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

Pre- assessment Writing Task: 
● Allow up to 45 minutes 
● Prompt: “Think of a topic that you know and care about, an issue about which you have strong 

feelings.  Today, you will write an opinion, or argument, text in which you will write your opinion and 
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tell reasons why you feel that way.  When you do this, draw on everything you know about writing 
reviews.” 

● If students’ writing is not yet conventional, please ask students to read their writing and record 
verbatim what they say on a post it. 

● Score using Revised Pre K- 3 Writing Rubric 
 
Anecdotal Notes from Writing Conferences and Small Group Instruction 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

You may choose to select another piece for a student writing portfolio in addition to the pre/post 
assessment and published piece if you think there is a better example of a student’s writing ability. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

1st Grade On-Demand Benchmark Assessment 
● Students will be asked to write on demand pieces in each of the 3 genres (Narrative, Information, 

and Opinion) 2 X per year in September and in June. 
● Prompts and more information can be found at www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources 
● Assessments should be scored using the corresponding district Pre K-3 writing rubrics for 

Narrative, Information, and Opinion Writing. 
● If students’ writing is not yet conventional, please ask students to read their writing and record 

verbatim what they say on a post it. 
RESOURCES 

Core instructional materials: 
● GRADE 1 UNIT 4 WRITING TEACHING POINTS AND TEACHER NOTES  
● Writing Reviews by Lucy Calkins, Elizabeth Dunford & Celena Dangler Larkey (from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and 

Narrative Writing)  
● Online Resources from www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources 
● Mentor Texts 

○ Earrings by Judith Viorst 
○ A Pet for Petunia by Paul Schmid 
○ the Pigeon books by Mo Willems 
○ I am Invited to a Party by Mo Willems (or another favorite read-aloud to use for review) 
○ Pebble Go: “Arugments and Opinions” https://www.pebblego.com/modules/2/categories/2983/articles/2191 (Shared Reading); 

can be used in Bend One to kick off concept of an opinion  
 

http://www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YQFlY9tnXewxoLlTrPPDantsP5MsN2D0KwqK8awI72s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/138HGH1NzEW3EvhWjOfxfMCO7ukjb5xnWlOK5j37IMKE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.pebblego.com/modules/2/categories/2983/articles/2191
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Supplemental materials: 
● The Writing Strategies Book by Jennifer Serravallo 

 
Modifications for Learners 

See appendix 
 

Topic/Unit 5 
Title Reading Unit 5 

 
Meeting Characters and Learning Lessons 

Approximate Pacing 6 weeks  

STANDARDS  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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NJSLS (Content) 
 
RL.1.2 Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson. 
RL.1.3 Describe characters, settings, and major event(s) in a story, using key details. 
RL.1.6. Identify who is telling the story at various points in a text. 
RL.1.7 Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events. 
RL.1.9. Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories. 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
6.3.4.D.1 Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as 
bullying and propose solutions to address such actions.  
(Example: Students will discuss the actions of characters in books. 
They will evaluate characters whose actions can be considered unfair 
or discriminatory and give advice to those characters with suggestions 
on how to change their behavior.) 
 
1.1.2.C.3 Distinguish between characters, actors, and the self by 
demonstrating respect for personal space, creative movement, and 
pantomime skills while interacting with others in creative drama and 
storytelling.  
(Example: Students can act out the events in the story to better 
understand story sequence and characters’ actions.)  
 

9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the 
elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career 
success 
(Example: Students will explore how all future careers require 
reading and writing skills.) 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in 
virtual environments (i.e. games, museums).  
(Example: Students will be able to navigate websites and games, ie 
KidsA-Z.com [https://www.kidsa-z.com/main/Login], to reinforce taught 
skills about character and the lesson of the story.) 
 
8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning 
activities with students in other classes, schools, or countries using 

CRP1: Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
(Example: Students learn to work collaboratively in a reading 
partnership) 
 
CRP2: Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
(Example: Students will apply taught strategies they have learned to 
read with appropriate accuracy, fluency, and comprehension.) 
 

https://www.kidsa-z.com/main/Login
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various media formats such as online collaborative tools and social 
media. 
(Example: Students can use Chatterpix 
[http://www.duckduckmoose.com/educational-iphone-itouch-apps-for-k
ids/chatterpix/]  to give their ideas on the characters in their books.) 

 

CRP4: Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
(Example: Students can verbalize the lesson of the story and explain 
how they can apply this to their own lives.) 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions: 

● How can I use the pictures and the words in my books to learn important information about my character? 
● How can I be on the lookout for ways the character changes?  Can I sometimes notice that when they change, it might be because 

they have learned a lesson? 
 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings: 

● Good readers get to know the characters in their books. 
● Good readers look for clues that tell them how the character is feeling at different points in the story. 
● Good readers notice when the characters learn a lesson 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● Strategies for getting to know characters in books 
● Strategies for understanding character’s feelings in different 

parts of a text 
● Strategies for interpreting the big idea, or lesson, of a story 
● Strategies for comparing and contrasting books 
● Strategies for digging deeper to learn more about a character 
● Strategies for collaborating with peers in a book club to share 

ideas about characters 
 

Students will be able to: 
● Grow new ideas about a character 
● Accumulate and synthesize text 
● Understand a character’s feelings 
● Interpret the big idea in a story 
● Move from literal lessons to more universal lessons 
● Determine importance 
● Compare and contrast books 
● Share opinions about books 
● Work collaboratively with a partner to become a character 

expert 
● Write about reading 
● Share ideas and grow new ideas about a character 

 

http://www.duckduckmoose.com/educational-iphone-itouch-apps-for-kids/chatterpix/
http://www.duckduckmoose.com/educational-iphone-itouch-apps-for-kids/chatterpix/
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ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

Interactive Read Aloud (Stop & Jot/ Stop & Sketch Task) 
● Use a fiction picture book of your choice as a Read Aloud.  Plan 4 stop and jot points to assess the 

following skills: 
○ Describing a character (“Think about a character we have met so far.  What is something 

you have learned about him/her?”) 
○ Identifying character feelings (“How did ____ feel here? Why do you think he/she felt that 

way?”) 
○ Identifying big idea of a text (“What do you think the author is trying to teach us here?”) 
○ Determining importance (“What is the most important thing/ event that happened in this 

story?) 
 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

Interactive Read Aloud (Stop & Jot/ Stop & Sketch Task) Pre Assessment 
● Use a fiction picture book of your choice as a Read Aloud.  Plan 4 stop and jot points to assess the 

following skills: 
○ Describing a character (“Think about a character we have met so far.  What is something 

you have learned about him/her?”) 
○ Identifying character feelings (“How did ____ feel here? Why do you think he/she felt that 

way?”) 
○ Identifying big idea of a text (“What do you think the author is trying to teach us here?”) 
○ Determining importance (“What is the most important thing/ event that happened in this 

story?) 
 

● Anecdotal notes from reading conferences and small group instruction (Students should each have 
a reading goal based on assessment data.  Each student should be met with 2 X a week in either a 
conference, strategy group, or guided reading group to practice strategies connected to his/her 
individual goal.) 

● Running Records 
● Fluency Records 
● Retelling Rubrics 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 

● Anecdotal notes from reading conferences and small group instruction (Students should each have 
a reading goal based on assessment data.  Each student should be met with 2 X a week in either a 
conference, strategy group, or guided reading group to practice strategies connected to his/her 
individual goal.) 
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demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Running Records 
● Fluency Records 
● Retelling Rubrics 
● The Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System (BAS) can be used as an alternate 

assessment to find an independent text level and instructional goal for students during 
non-benchmark periods. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

● The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA 2) will be given to students 3 X per year 
(September, January, June).  An independent text level and an instructional goal will be found for 
each student. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● GRADE 1 UNIT 5 TEACHING POINTS AND TEACHER NOTES  
● Readers Get to Know Characters By Performing Their Books from the If Then/ Curriculum Guide for Grades K-2 by Lucy 

Calkins and Elizabeth Moore (Bend 1 only) 
● Meeting Characters and Learning Lessons Grade 1 Book 4 by Lucy Calkins & Elizabeth Dunford Franco (from the Units of Study 

for Teaching Reading) (Bends 2 and 3) 
● Online Digital Resources at www.heinemann.com  
● Classroom Leveled Library and Book Room Texts 
● Interactive Read Aloud Collection 
● Mentor Texts 

○ Mr. Putter and Tabby Drop the Ball by Cynthia Rylant (or another text that highlights a strong character) 
○ Poppleton by Cynthia Rylant 
○ Pancakes for Breakfast by Tomie dePaola 
○ Upstairs Mouse, Downstairs Mole by Wong Herbert Yee 
○ George and Martha One More Time by James Marshall  
○ Any Elephant and Piggy book by Mo Willems (i.e. Are You Ready to Play Outside?) 
○ Choose a class character to model with (choose level that is on or about the average level of your class) 

 
Supplemental materials: 

● Raz Kids from Reading A-Z 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o0R8BANuFF1P7riuRMS4_iUc_x4FFwZ6xg4tI-cIwKA/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.heinemann.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Il17Ou2xp7ouTwc4YsudsahVXBZ0-QKvdR_O6cxqPjs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/138HGH1NzEW3EvhWjOfxfMCO7ukjb5xnWlOK5j37IMKE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.raz-kids.com/
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● The Reading Strategies Book by Jennifer Serravallo 
 
 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

Topic/Unit 5 
Title Writing Unit 5 

 
From Scenes to Stories 

Approximate Pacing 6 weeks  

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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W.1.3 Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, 
use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure. 
W.1.5 With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and self-reflection, and add 
details to strengthen writing and ideas as needed. 
W.1.6 With guidance and support from adults use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 
L.1.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

● B. Use common, proper, and possessive nouns. 
● I. Use frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., during, beyond, toward). 

L.1.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
● A. Capitalize dates and names of people. 

 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
K-2-ETS1-1. Ask questions, make observations, and gather 
information about a situation people want to change to define a simple 
problem that can be solved through the development of a new or 
improved object or tool. 
 
 

9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the 
elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career 
success 
(Example:  Students will explore how all future careers require 
reading and writing skills.) 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.2.A.2 Create a document using a word processing application. 
(Example:Students can type one of their stories using Google Docs in 
order to practice using a word processing application.  They will use 
the online tools to help revise and edit their piece.) 
 
8.1.2.B.1 Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using 
multiple digital tools and resources. 
(Example: Students will create a digital version of one of their stories 
using an online digital storytelling tool such as Buncee 
(https://www.edu.buncee.com/features) or Storyboard That 
(https://www.storyboardthat.com).  They can choose to use the 
application for pre-writing or publishing.) 

CRP6: Demonstrate creativity and innovation . 
(Example: Students will create fictional characters and realistic 
problem scenarios for those characters to face.  Students will 
develop possible solutions to those problems and use those 
elements as a storyboard for their Realistic Fiction pieces.) 
 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them. 
(Example: Students will create characters who persevere and try 
multiple attempts to solve their problems as a way to build suspense 
in their stories.) 
 

https://www.edu.buncee.com/features
https://www.storyboardthat.com/
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 CRP11: Use technology to enhance productivity. 
(Example: Students will use a mix of paper and pencil and 
technology applications to produce writing.) 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions: 

● How can I write realistic fiction? 
 
Enduring Objectives/ Understandings: 

● Good writers of realistic fiction create believable characters, settings, and problems. 
● Good writers of realistic fiction use previously taught narrative writing techniques to make their stories even better. 

 
 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● Strategies for getting ideas and planning out realistic fiction 

stories 
● Strategies for elaborating realistic fiction (such as patterns and 

show not tell) 
 

Students will be able to: 
● Plan and draft realistic fiction stories 
● Revise and elaborate realistic fiction stories 
● Writers use prepositions to vary their word choice (during, 

beyond, toward).  
● Write series books 
● Celebrate revision and editing work 
● Write stories that remain realistic 
● Show, not tell 
● Use patterns to stretch out parts of a story 
● Revise, edit, and publish series 

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

Post- Assessment Writing Task 
● Give students 3 or 5 page booklets and 60 minutes to work (you can split this between 2 writing 

periods) 
●  Use the following prompt: “I’m really eager to understand what you can do as writers of narratives, 

of stories, so today will you please write the best Small Moment story that you can write?  Make 
this be the story of one time in your life.  You’ll have only 60 minutes to write this true story, so 
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you’ll need to plan, draft, revise, and edit it all today.  Write in a way that allows you to show off all 
you know about narrative writing.  Be sure to: 

● If students’ writing is not yet conventional, please ask students to read their story and record 
verbatim what they say on a post it. 

● Post assessments should be scored using the Revised Narrative Rubric for Pre K-3 
 
Published student writing 
 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

Pre Assessment Writing Task 
● Give students 3 or 5 page booklets and approximately 45 minutes 
● If students’ writing is not yet conventional, please ask students to read their story and record 

verbatim what they say on a post it. 
● Score using Revised Narrative Rubric for Pre K-3 
● Prompt: 

 “I’m really eager to understand what you can do as writers of narratives, of stories, so today will 
you please write the best Small Moment story that you can write?  Make this be the story of one 
time in your life.  You’ll have only 45 minutes to write this true story, so you’ll need to plan, draft, 
revise, and edit it all today.  Write in a way that allows you to show off all you know about narrative 
writing.  Be sure to: 

○ make a beginning for your story 
○ show what happened, in order 
○ use details to help readers picture your story 
○ make an ending for your story” 

 
Anecdotal notes from conferences and small group instruction. 
 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

You may choose to select another piece for a student’s writing portfolio in addition to the pre/post 
assessment and published piece if you think there is a better example of a student’s writing ability. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 

1st Grade On-Demand Benchmark Assessment 
● Students will be asked to write on demand pieces in each of the 3 genres (Narrative, Information, 

and Opinion) 2 X per year in September and in June. 
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measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

● Prompts and more information can be found at www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources 
● Assessments should be scored using the corresponding district Pre K-3 writing rubrics for 

Narrative, Information, and Opinion Writing. 
● If students’ writing is not yet conventional, please ask students to read their writing and record 

verbatim what they say on a post it. 
RESOURCES 

Core instructional materials: 
● GRADE 1 UNIT 5 WRITING TEACHING POINTS AND TEACHER NOTES 
● From Scenes to Series by Lucy Calkins, Mary Ehrenworth & Christine Holley (from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and 

Narrative Writing)  
● Online Resources from www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources 
● Mentor Texts 

○ Henry and Mudge: The First Book by Cynthia Rylant  
○ Henry and Mudge and the Happy Cat by Cynthia Rylant  
○ Sadie and the Silver Shoes by Jane Godwin 

 
Supplemental materials: 

● The Writing Strategies Book by Jennifer Serravallo 
 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

Topic/Unit 6 
Title Reading Unit 6 

 
Making Reading Come Alive: Readers’ Theater and Poetry 

Approximate Pacing 3 weeks  

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

RL.1.4 Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses. 

http://www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Gr8yJQmGaPOU0tss7EOSBpyI8u4axXk88UOKTYdGknI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/138HGH1NzEW3EvhWjOfxfMCO7ukjb5xnWlOK5j37IMKE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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RL.1.10 With prompting and support, read and comprehend stories and poetry at grade level text complexity or above. 
RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and comprehension to support understanding. 

● A. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
● B. Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
● C. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 

6.1.4.D.12 Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical 
and fictional characters from New Jersey and other regions of the 
United States contributed to the American national heritage.  
(Example: Students can perform Readers’ Theater scripts and read 
poems and songs from American folklore at 
http://americanfolklore.net.) 
 

 

9.2.4.A.3 Investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and 
relate information to personal likes and dislikes.  
(Example: Students will explore various roles and careers related to 
performance.  They will choose roles to play in the Readers’ Theater 
performance based on interest: Actor, Director, Musician, Set 
Design, Costume Design, Stage Crew, Ticket Sales, Advertisement.) 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in 
virtual environments (i.e. games, museums) 
(Example: Students will read online poetry.) 
 
1.3.2.A.3 Define and maintain personal space, concentrate, and 
appropriately direct focus while performing movement skills. 
(Example: Students will participate in a readers’ theater performance.) 
 
1.3.2.C.1 Portray characters when given specifics about 
circumstances, plot, and thematic intent, demonstrating logical story 
sequence and informed character choices. 
(Example: Students will participate in a readers’ theater performance.) 

CRP.6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
(Example: Students will work together to perform Readers’ Theater. 
They will choose parts, practice lines, and create scenery and 
costumes.) 
 
CRP.12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence. 
(Example: Students will work together to perform Readers’ Theater. 
They will choose parts, practice lines, and create scenery and 
costumes.) 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions: 

● How can readers perform the books they read? 
● How do readers read and experience poetry? 

http://americanfolklore.net/
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Enduring Objectives/ Understandings: 

● Good readers use what they know about their characters to help perform their books. 
● Good readers can read and enjoy poetry. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● Strategies for performing a readers’ theater 
● Strategies for reading and understanding poetry 

 

Students will be able to: 
● Become your character through performance reading 
● Make poetry come alive 

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Readers’ Theater performance participation 
● The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA 2) will be given at this time.  It will serve as a 

summative assessment for the unit.  An independent text level and an instructional goal will be 
found for each student. 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Anecdotal notes from reading conferences and small group instruction (Students should each have 
a reading goal based on assessment data.  Each student should be met with 2 X a week in either a 
conference, strategy group, or guided reading group to practice strategies connected to his/her 
individual goal.) 

● Running Records 
● Fluency Records 
● Retelling Rubrics 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Anecdotal notes from reading conferences and small group instruction (Students should each have 
a reading goal based on assessment data.  Each student should be met with 2 X a week in either a 
conference, strategy group, or guided reading group to practice strategies connected to his/her 
individual goal.) 

● Running Records 
● Fluency Records 
● Retelling Rubrics 
● The Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System (BAS) can be used as an alternate 

assessment to find an independent text level and instructional goal for students during 
non-benchmark periods. 
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Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

● The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA 2) will be given to students 3 X per year 
(September, January, June).  An independent text level and an instructional goal will be found for 
each student. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● GRADE 1 UNIT 6 READING TEACHING POINTS AND TEACHER NOTES  
● Online Digital Resources at www.heinemann.com  
● Classroom Leveled Library and Book Room Texts 
● Interactive Read Aloud Collection 
● Mentor Texts 

○ For the performance reading bend, you will want to find or create Readers’ Theater scripts for favorite stories. 
○ For the reading poetry bend, you will want to compile favorite poems and make a poetry packet. 

Supplemental materials: 
● Raz Kids from Reading A-Z 
● The Reading Strategies Book by Jennifer Serravallo 

 
Modifications for Learners 

See appendix 

Topic/Unit 6 
Title Writing Unit 6 

 
Non-fiction Chapter Books 

Approximate Pacing 3 weeks  

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

 
W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 
W.1.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of "how-to" books on a given topic and use them to write a 
sequence of instructions). 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QJSXBoNZwGvo1r2x7_7zcIfAj3PxV0yk89AlxEPlJic/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.heinemann.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Il17Ou2xp7ouTwc4YsudsahVXBZ0-QKvdR_O6cxqPjs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/138HGH1NzEW3EvhWjOfxfMCO7ukjb5xnWlOK5j37IMKE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.raz-kids.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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W.1.8 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a 
question. 
L.1.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
6.1.4.A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, 
and national governments protect the rights of people, help resolve 
conflicts, and promote the common good.  
(Example: Students will create norms and rules for their team to work 
together on their research project.) 
 
1.3.2.D.2 Use symbols to create personal works of art based on 
selected age-appropriate themes, using oral stories as a basis for 
pictorial representation.  
(Example: Students will use nonfiction text features and symbols in 
their All About Book to better help the reader learn about their topic.) 
 

9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the 
elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career 
success 
(Example:  Students will explore how all future careers require 
research skills.) 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a 
problem or issue. 
(Example: Students will use online resources such as Discovery 
Education and PebbleGo to research their topic). 

 

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
(Example: Students will apply the informational reading and writing 
strategies they learned to do research on their topic. These could 
include learning from text features, navigating texts to find 
information, and stating facts in their own words.) 
 
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
independence. 
(Example: Students will work collaboratively to create a nonfiction 
chapter book with each member doing their part to create the final 
product.) 
 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions: 

● How do scientists teach others about what they have learned about a topic?  
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Enduring Objectives/ Understandings: 

● Good writers can write about topics they know well to inform others. 
 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● Strategies for getting ideas and planning for informational/ 

nonfiction writing 
● Strategies for elaboration in informational/ nonfiction writing 
● Structures for informational/ nonfiction writing 
● Strategies for revising and editing informational/ nonfiction 

writing 
 

Students will be able to: 
● Generate ideas for informational/ nonfiction writing 
● Plan for nonfiction writing 
● Elaborate to teach more 
● Include different types of writing in teaching books 
● Draft intros and conclusions 
● Fix up writing 
● Make choices about writing 
● “Research” to help say more 
● Teach what new words mean with words and pictures 
● Edit on the go 
● Revise on the go 
● Take one final chapter book through the publishing process 

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

1st Grade On-Demand Benchmark Assessment is given at this time 
● The informational writing piece will serve as a summative assessment for the unit 

 
Published student writing 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

Use Unit 3 Post Assessments as Pre-Assessment for this unit 
Anecdotal Notes from writing conferences and small group instruction 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 

You may choose to select another piece for a student writing portfolio in addition to the pre/post 
assessment and published piece if you think there is a better example of a student’s writing ability. 
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demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 
Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

1st Grade On-Demand Benchmark Assessment 
● Students will be asked to write on demand pieces in each of the 3 genres (Narrative, Information, 

and Opinion) 2 X per year in September and in June. 
● Prompts and more information can be found at www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources 
● Assessments should be scored using the corresponding district Pre K-3 writing rubrics for 

Narrative, Information, and Opinion Writing. 
● Please script for any student whose writing is not yet conventional. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● GRADE 1 UNIT 6 WRITING TEACHING POINTS AND TEACHER NOTES  
● Nonfiction Chapter Books by Lucy Calkins, Kristi Mraz & Barbara Golub (from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and 

Narrative Writing)  
● Online Resources from www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources 
● Mentor Texts 

○ Sharks! by Anne Schreiber 
○ Trucks by Wil Mara 
○ Animal Families by DK Publishing 
○ Bugs, Bugs, Bugs by Jennifer Dussling  
○ Watch Me Grow: Elephants 
○ Big Babies, Little Babies 

 
Supplemental materials: 

● The Writing Strategies Book by Jennifer Serravallo 
 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

http://www.heinemann.com/myonlineresources
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vngcmWON2oUm9IufV_PpnDeC02a7tRNrk_XLJMYNuu4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/138HGH1NzEW3EvhWjOfxfMCO7ukjb5xnWlOK5j37IMKE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing

